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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 December 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1,2,13 and 14 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) ^ Claim(s) 1,2 and 13 is/are allowed. 
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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 14 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign cottntn or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yoshida et al. (US 
PG-PUB# 200100261 12). 

[Claim 14] 

A photographing device provided with a dust removing mechanism comprising 

a photoelectric, conversion element which converts an optical image of an object to an 
electric signal (a camera as taught in Paragraph 15 has a photoelectric conversion element); an 
optical element (lens L coupled with a drive member 28 as shown in figure 1) arranged with a 
predetermined distance from the photoelectric conversion element (there will be some 
predetermined distance from the photoelectric element); a piezoelectric element (26, figure 1) 
provided at a peripheral portion of the optical element (piezoelectric element is provided at a 
peripheral portion of a the lens L coupled to a driving element); a drive circuit (14) which 
supplies a periodic drive signal to the piezoelectric element (26) to vibrate the piezoelectric 
element, thereby vibrating the optical element (Paragraphs 50 and 51, figure 4 teaches expansion 
and contraction frequencies close to resonance frequencies) and a control circuit (controller 22, 
figure 1) which changes a frequency of the periodic drive signal, to thereby cause the optical 
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element to be vibrated at a plurality of frequencies close to at least two resonance frequencies 
different in order and successively applied (Paragraph 82). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 1, 2 and 13 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YOGESH K. AGGARWAL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7360. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5 :30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (57 1 )-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



YKA 

March 12, 2009 
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